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TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9373 
AMEMBASSY KIGALI 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
AMEMBASSY CONAKRY 
AMCONSUL IBADEN 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LOME 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
USMISSION USUN 

CONFIDENTIAL COTONOU 0310 
CORRECTEDCOPY PARA NUMBERS (8 VICE 10) 

ABIDJAN FOR USDAO 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS PINT PFOR MILI DM GV NI GH 
SUBJ: BENIN COUP ATTEMPT AFTERMATH 

REF: A COTONOU 295 (NOTAL) B COTONOU 276 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: GUINEAN TROOPS IN COTONOU. BENINESE PARATROOPER UNIT 
INT TROUBLE WITH GPRB. MILITIA UNITS FORMED. OCAM KIGALI 
CONFERENCE SUPPORTS BENIN. END SUMMARY 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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1 . AS GPRB PROPAGANDA MACHINE CHURNS ON (REF A), GPRB 
CONTINUES TO MAINTAIN A STATE OF PARTIAL PREPARDNESS. ONE 
HUNDRED TO TWO HUNDRED GUINEAN TROOPS WERE AIRLIFTED TO COTONOU 
THE WEEK AFTER JAN 16. RARELY SEEN, THEY ARE LODGED IN 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS BETWEEN CAMP GUEZO AND THE PRESIDENCY. 

2. EMBASSY HAS ALSO RECEIVED REPORT THAT NIGERIAN (AND 
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POSSIBLY GHANIAN) PATROLCRAFT ARE ANCHORED IN COTONOU PORT. 

3. OTHER SECURITY MEASURES HAVE BECOME ROUTINE: ARMED 
SEARCHES OF COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT AT COTONOU AIRPORT CONTINUED 
BUT PASSENGERS ARE FIRST ALLOWED TO DISEMBARK. 

NO OTHER CHANGE IN SECURITY PROCEDURE SITUATION HAS COME TO 
EMBASSY'S ATTENTION SINCE REF B. TELEPHONES OF FOREIGN 
MISSIONS, DIPLOMATIC PERSONNEL, AND SOME OTHER FOREIGNERS 
REMAIN CUT. EMBASSY FSL INQUIRING AT PTT WAS FIRST TOLD THAT 
REASON WAS GENERAL BREAKDOWN, THEN TOLD NOT TO COME BACK AS 
TELEPHONES WOULD REMAIN CUT UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

4. BENINESE MILITARY SEEMS TO BE IN A STATE OF FLUX. ELE- 
MENTS OF PARATROOPER COMMANDO COMPANY AND ARMORED UNIT, 
QUARTERED AT OUIDAH MILITARY CAMP, REACTED SLUGGISHLY 

TO NEWS OF JAN 16 ATTACK. THAT MORNING ONLY PORTION OF 
OUIDAH GARRISON MARCHED TOWARD COTONOU AND, FOR SOME REASON, 
HALTED AND TURNED BACK. SPECULATION IS THAT TROOPS MAY HAVE 
BEEN HALTED BY OTHER, MORE TRUSTED UNITS OF BENINESE MILITARY 
OR MAY HAVE SIMPLY RETURNED TO BASE BECAUSE FIGHTING HAD 
FINISHED. 

5. IN ANY CASE, MAJORITY OF PARATROOPERS WERE DISARMED AND 
TRANSFERRED TO THEIR BASE CAMP AT DAN (NORTH OF BOHICAN IN 
ZOU PROVINCE) ABOUT 160 KILOMETERS FROM COTONOU. OTHER 
COMMANDOS WERE ATTACHED TO UNITS IN COTONOU. MAIN BODY IS 
NOW BACK IN OUIDAH BUT REMAINS DISARMED. RUMOR IS THAT 
UNIT WILL BE DISBANDED. PARATROOPERS CONSTITUTED MAIN BODY 
OF TROOPS CAPTAIN JANVIER ASSOGBA MARCHED TO COTONOU 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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IN JANUARY 1975 AND WERE LATER COMMANDED BY FORMER MINISTER 
OF INTERIOR CAPTAIN MICHEL AIKPE, MURDERED BY KEREKOU IN 
JUNE 1975. ALTHOUGH MOST HIGHLY TRAINED UNIT IN BENINESE 
ARMY, THEY ARE DEMORALIZED AND DISTRUSTED BY GPRB. 

6. PERHAPS AS BALANCE TO DISSIDENT ARMY ELEMENTS, MILITIA 
UNITS HAVE BEEN FORMED, APPARENTLY ALONG TERRITORIAL REVOLU- 
TIONARY COMMITTEE LINES. REPORT HAS REACHED EMBASSY THAT 
EACH DISTRICT WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR SELECTING AT LEAST 

TEN ABLE-BODIED MEN FOR UNIFORMED CIVILIAN DEFENSE FORCE TO 
BE ARMED AND UNDERGO TRAINING. MILITIA WILL PROBABLY BE 
USED TO CONTROL CIVILIAN POPULATION AND WILL NOT CONSTITUTE 
COMBAT FORCE. GOVERNMENT OFFICES IN COTONOU AND IN INTERIOR 
ARE BEING GUARDED BY ROTATING SHIFTS OF UNARMED WATCHMEN 
CHOSEN FROM AMONG EMPLOYEES BY CDR (COMMITTEE FOR DEFENSE OF 
THE REVOLUTION). 

7. TUESDAY EHUZU (GOVERNMENT NEWSPAPER) CARRIED ARTICLE OF 
OCOM (COMMON ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN AND MALAGASY STATES) 
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FOREIGN MINISTER CONFERENCE AT KIGALI. SECRETARY GENERAL 
SYDNEY MONITA WAS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT MINISTERS HAD 
EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER ATTACK ON BENIN AND THAT THEY WERE 
CONVINCED OF TRUTHFULNESS OF GPRB ACCOUNT. GPRB FONMIN 
ALLAYDE ATTENDED CONFERENCE. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE ANY 
FURTHER INFORMATION KIGALI MAY HAVE RE OCOM PROCEEDINGS. 

8. EMBASSY SURMISES THAT MORE POST-COUP DEVELOPMENTS ARE IN 
THE OFFING AND WILL ADVISE AS THEY OCCUR. 

THOMPSON 
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